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Knowledge egg

Move over buttons, windows and mouse,
a new breed of interactive devices has arrived
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r drew the crowd to
another device; a cycle rickshaw
fitted with a monitor and painted
over with Indian motifs. Pedal the
vehicle, and it starts youona
virtual tour of the busy streets of
Banaras. As the rickshaw enters a
crowded intersection, you almost
reach out for the bells to ward off
pedestrians. If you have a destina-
tion in mind, all you have to do is
to check out the directions from
the sanyasins sitting at street-
corners!
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With the telerobotic equipment
you can manipulate remote
cameras and robotic arms by using
a hand-held box and, through this
the user can participate in ceremo-
nies like making offerings in the
Ganges and in experiences on the
street.

Makkuni seeks to bridge
technology and art, advancement
and tradition. “I have always been
inspired by God. In fact, during my

long stints in researc
and development
with The Crossing,
it was Lord Shiva
who energised
me,” he says.
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Virtual ride: A monitor
mounted on a cycle rickshaw
to take you on a visual
rface through the streets
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